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INTRODUCTION

What is Islamic Philosophy?

Definition

Falsafa

Drew on Greek philosophy; major school of rational inquiry

Islamic philosophy is an intellectual tradition that

rmonizes reason, revelation, and knowledge —
gaging with core Islamic teachings while incorporating
insights from Greek, Persian, and Indian traditions.

Key Thinkers: Al-Farabi - Avicenna (IbnSina) -

Theological discourse using dialectical reasoning to defend
Islamic doctrines

Al-Ghazali - Ibn Rushd (Averroes)



METAPHYSICS

Nature of Existence & Reality

God (Allah)

The Ultimate Reality — Necessary Existent (Wajib al-Wujad), eternal,
omniscient, and the source of all existence. Tawhid: God is indivisible
and beyond human comprehension.

Soul & Spirit

Nafs (soul) bridges the material and immaterial. The soul is
immaterial, eternal, and distinct from the body. Its purpose: attain
knowledge of God and return to Him.

Wujad (Existence)

Avicenna's essence-existence distinction: God's essence IS His
existence (Necessary). The created world is contingent — dependent
on God for its being.

Wahdat al-Wujad

Ibn Arabi's Unity of Being: all existence is one, everything a
manifestation of God. The goal of life is to transcend ego and merge
with the divine.




EPISTEMOLOGY

Sources & Nature of Knowledge

Wahy

Revelation

Divine knowledge from God through
prophets — the Qur'an as the highest,
most authoritative source, guiding on
matters beyond reason.

Aql

Reason

Rational inquiry and intellect — Al-
Farabi, Avicenna, and Ibn Rushd saw
reason as complementing revelation to
uncover truth.

Ijtihad

Observation

Empirical knowledge through the
senses. Islamic philosophers embraced
observation, experimentation, and
inductive reasoning.




Ethics, Values & Aesthetics

Ethics (Akhlaq)

All moral values derive from the oneness of God — ethical
behavior reflects alignment with divine will.

Fairness and equity in all individual and societal actions, as
commanded in the Qur'an.

Actions are judged by intent, not only outcome. A sincere
intention to do good is morally valuable.

God is Al-Jamil — The Beautiful. Beauty in the world reflects
divine perfection. The appreciation of beauty is a path to
remembering God.

Islamic Art & Architecture

Geometric patterns, arabesque designs, and calligraphy reflect
the unity, order, and beauty of creation — pointing to the
oneness of God.



FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES

Core Pillars of Islamic Philosophy

Tawhid

Oneness of God — the foundation of all Islamic thought, ethics,
and understanding of existence

Soul & Immortality

The soul is immaterial, eternal, distinct from the body, and the
seat of intellect and moral responsibility.

Free Will vs. Determinism

Humans make choices, yet God ultimately knows and wills all
outcomes (Ash'ari school)

Reason & Revelation

Two complementary paths to truth. Revelation guides where
reason reaches its limits

Justice

Central to social and political philosophy. Laws and governance
must reflect divine justice

Sufism & Mysticism

Ibn Arabi:inner spiritual experience of God's unity,
complementing rational inquiry.



KEY THINKERS

Pillars of the Tradition

Al-Farabi

872-950 CE

Avicenna (Ibn Sina)

980-1037 CE

Al-Ghazali

1058-1111 CE

Ibn Rushd (Averroes)

1126-1198 CE

Blended Aristotelian and Platonic philosophy with Islam. Wrote on the ideal city-state,
prophethood, and the soul's return to God.

Developed the essence-existence distinction in metaphysics and a theory of the intellect;
influenced medieval European thought profoundly.

Critiqued pure rationalism in The Incoherence of the Philosophers; synthesized theology with
Sufi mysticism.

Defended reason and philosophy as compatible with faith; major commentator on Aristotle;
influenced European scholasticism.




CONCLUSION

A Living Tradition

Islamic philosophy is a rich, multi-dimensional tradition that has profoundly shaped global
intellectual history — from the Islamic Golden Age through medieval Europe to contemporary
thought.

By harmonizing divine revelation with rational inquiry and mystical insight, it offers a
comprehensive framework for understanding God, existence, the human soul, and the purpose of
life.

Metaphysics - Epistemology - Axiology - Ethics - Mysticism - Political Philosophy




PART 11

Educational Implications
of Islamic Philosophy

Holistic development through spiritual, moral, intellectual & social education




ISLAMIC EDUCATION — OVERVIEW

A Holistic Approach to Learning

Dual Knowledge Taqwa as Goal

Integrates 'llm al-Dunya (worldly knowledge) and 'llm al-Deen Cultivates piety and responsibility toward God, oneself, and
(spiritual knowledge) within Islamic values. society — shaping the entire curriculum.

Tarbiyyah Integrated Sciences

Character building is central: honesty, patience, humility, During the Golden Age, math, astronomy, medicine, and
justice, and compassion are as vital as academics philosophy were studied alongside religious subjects.

Seeking knowledge is a form of worship — obligatory for every Muslim (Sahih Bukhari)



CHARACTERISTICS

Features of Islamic Education
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Dominance of Religion

Education aimed at spreading Islam; Qur'anic study was
supreme

Patronage of Rulers

Medieval rulers honored scholars at their courts and supported
learning.

Diverse Subjects

Mathematics, astronomy, politics, art, and literature alongside
religious studies.

Private Institutions

Small class sizes allowed individualized instruction and
personal teacher attention.
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No State Control

Educational authorities managed the system freely, without
state interference.

Monitoring System

Advanced students assisted in teaching younger ones under
teacher supervision.

Character Formation

Priority given to developing personality, moral conduct, and
patterns of thought.

Strict Discipline

Clear rules and significant penalties maintained educational
standards.



AIMS & OBJECTIVES

Goals of Islamic Education

Spread of Muslim Culture

Education as a means of instilling love for Islamic religion and culture, fostering a shared identity.

Dissemination of Knowled,

Knowledge promotes goodwill and rational thinking — a foundation for individual and social progress.

Moral Development

Cultivating specific virtues and ethical behaviors to produce morally upright individuals.

Vocational Training

Preparing students for skilled professions, enabling productive contribution to society.

Preparation for Administration

Training capable administrators — as exemplified by Akbar's educational and political policy.



Maktab & Madrassa

MADRASSA — Higher Education

® Elementary school attached to mosques

* Admitted via 'Bismillah' ceremony at ~4 years

* Taught Qur'an recitation, literacy & arithmetic

® Teacher (Mu'allim) sat with students on the floor
® Learning based on memorization & repetition

© Accessible across socioeconomic backgrounds

Centers of higher learning (college level)

Covered Figh, theology, logic, philosophy, sciences
Nizamiyya Madrasa (Baghdad) — one of the earliest
Al-Azhar & Al-Qarawiyyin — oldest in the world
Funded by Wagqf (charitable endowments)

Students earned ljazah (certification to teach)




CURRICULUM OF ISLAMIC EDUCATION

Religious & Secular Studies

Religious Studies

on, memorization, and interpretation (Tafsir)

1g and appl he words and deeds of the Prophet

Shariah law, personal conduct, the four schools of law

Tawhid, Prophethood, the Hereafter — core Islamic beliefs

Secular Studies

Language & Literature

Arabic, Persian (Farsi), and regional languages

Logic & Philosophy

Greek philosophy, al-Farabi, Avicenna, al-Ghazali

Mathematics & Astronomy

Algebra, geometry, celestial bodies, prayer times

Natural Sciences & History

Medicine, botany, world history, geography




Methods in Islamic Education

Tajweed / Oral Recitation Halaka (Tutorial)

Most I thod — recit { ith t ti d

. o pf:puarmc © D T S GO R L BT Small-group training similar to the modern tutorial system.
intonation

Hifz / Memorization Monitoring System

Memorizing the entire Qur'an and Hadith; foundational to religious

. Advanced students supervised and assisted younger students in learning.
education

Talakki & Imla (Lecture)
Teachers delivered lectures on Tafsir, Figh, philosophy, and other

subjects.

Munazara (Discussion) Self-Study

Question-and-answer debates that clarified doubts and deepened Students were inspired to independently explore and understand
understanding. concepts.



THE BISMILLAH CEREMONY

A Child's First Step Toward the Qur'an

The Bismillah Ceremony marks a Muslim child's formal
introduction to Islamic education — celebrating their first

step in learning the Qur'an. The name comes from the
opening phrase: Bismillah ir-Rahman ir-Rahim (In the name
of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful).

Age & Setting

Held around ages 4-7; in a mosque, madrasa, or home, presided by a
religious scholar.

The Ritual

Child recites Bismillah, then Surah Al-Fatiha, guided by a scholar or elder
Traditional attire is worn.

Celebration

Followed by a feast, gift-giving (prayer mats, Qur'an), and community
gathering.

Significance

Underscores the centrality of the Qur'an in Islamic life and commitment
to passing faith to the next generation.



MERITS

Contributions of Islamic Education

Emphasis on Learning

Knowledge treated as a religious duty — essential for good judgment
and rational thinking.

Practical Life Skills

Education prepared students not just academically butfor real-world
roles and responsibilities.

Art & Literature

Produced outstanding scholars, poets (Mir, Ghalib, Igbal), and
advanced calligraphic traditions.

Individual Attention

Small class sizes enabled personalized development tailored to each
student's needs.

Free Education

Islamic institutions offered education at no cost; Madrasas often
provided food and housing.

Social Welfare

Wagf (charitable endowments) funded hospitals, schools, and shelters
for the needy.

Interfaith Dialogue - Preservation of Texts - Scientific Advancements - Cultural Heritage



LIMITATIONS & CRITICISMS

Critical Evaluation

Elite-Centered Access

Education was often restricted to nobles and scholars; general population and marginalized communities had limited access.

Neglect of Women

Women had limited access to formal education; the emphasis was on male-centric learning and vocational training.

Overemphasis on Religion

Religious studies were prioritized at the expense of science, mathematics, and secular subjects.

No Room for Critical Thinking

Heavy reliance on memorization left little space for creativity, independent inquiry, or innovation.

Pol

Reliance on ruler patronage raised concerns about academic freedom and institutional independence.

cal Dependence

Neglect of Mass Education
Institutions concentrated in urban areas; rural and backward communities had almost no access.



CONCLUSION

Legacy of Islamic
Educational Philosophy

Islamic educational philosophy created a civilization that balanced faith with reason, and individual piety with social
responsibility. From the Maktab to the Madrassa, it built institutions that preserved knowledge, nurtured scholars,
and shaped global intellectual history.

Despite its limitations, its emphasis on holistic development — spiritual, moral, intellectual, and social — remains a
profound contribution to educational thought.

Maktab - Madrassa - Tarbiyyah - Tajweed - Hifz - Ijtihad - Waqf - Bismillah
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